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Introduction

There are three cities which represent different watershed eras in the history of Christianity.  They provide watershed moments. A watershed is a section of high land dividing two areas that are parted forever, marking the critical turning point. Watershed events usually make many former developments clearer. Within the Christian story the high land (watershed) that abruptly interrupts the flow of events could be a power struggle, a council, a creedal statement, a legal action or fallout among relationships.
In many ways, Jerusalem, Rome and Constantinople represent multiple watershed moments and there were influential figures that also controlled or greatly influenced the affairs in far reaching places from those cities.
JERUSALEM
Jerusalem held two significant events of influence—Passover through Pentecost and the Jerusalem Council. The Roman Siege and Fall of Jerusalem between the years 66-70 took Jerusalem off the stage forever.
Passover through Day of Pentecost (30)

The death and resurrection of Jesus occurred in Jerusalem. Shortly thereafter a witness named Cleopas asked one of the greatest questions of all time. “ ‘Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the things that have happened there in these days?’” (Luke 24:18).  Cleopas did not realized that he had been talking to Jesus but his question became even more significant in time. The world had been forever changed that Passover weekend.

The Passover annually drew hundreds of thousands of Jews to Jerusalem. Even fifty days later there would be masses on hand to observe miraculous phenomenon that underscored the story of Jesus (Acts 2:1-13). Various signs from heaven drew a crowd for a message that was delivered to those eager to understand recent developments (Acts 2:14-41). A prophecy imagining fantastic unity among the Jewish remnant was fulfilled in Jerusalem in Acts 2 (Isaiah 11:1ff, 2:36-49).

“The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them.” (11:6) “In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious. ﻿11﻿ In that day the Lord will reach out his hand a second time to reclaim the remnant that is left of his people from Assyria, from Lower Egypt, from Upper Egypt, from Cush, from Elam, from Babylonia, from Hamath and from the islands of the sea. ﻿12﻿ He will raise a banner for the nations and gather the exiles of Israel; he will assemble the scattered people of Judah from the four quarters of the earth.” (Isa. 11:10-12)

There is an obvious Passover-Pentecost parallel that makes the end of the Gospels through Acts chapter two seem like an epic Sinai-like event.
· Christ and lambs associated with Israel’s exodus are Passover sacrifices in a type / antitype relationship (Exodus 12, 1 Corin. 5:7). 

· Moses and Peter were each ordained as spokesperson to interpret their times (Exodus 3-4, Matthew 16:17-18, Acts 2:14). Both Moses and Peter went through ordeals for preparation (Exodus 1-2, Mark 3:13-19, John 21)

· Both stories involved promises from God (Exodus 19:1-7, Acts 2:39)

· There were fire and voice emanating that communicated to the present masses (Exodus 19:18, Acts 2:1-6). 

· Miracles, Signs and Wonders (Hebrews 2:1-4) illustrated the presence of God in the Exodus story and the Resurrection of Jesus and again on Pentecost Sunday.

· Both stories concludes with covenants (Exodus 20, Acts 2:14-39).
· There were large audiences of eyewitnesses in both Sinai and Jerusalem (Exodus 19:10-11, 16-19 and 20:18-19, Acts 2) resulting in clarity of meaning.
And most significantly, a final covenant was established in Jerusalem. “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” (Acts 2:38-39)
Council of Jerusalem (49)

Gentile converts were told by believers among the Pharisees that they must follow Mosaic Law; "Unless you are circumcised according to the Mosaic practice, you cannot be saved." (Acts 15:1).  A council was convened with the following attendees: Apostles and elders, and notables: Paul and Barnabas, Peter, James (Acts 15:1-22). The resulting decrees and resolutions overturned any thought of burdens being placed on Gentile converts—"It is the decision of the Holy Spirit and of us not to place on you any burden beyond these necessities." Acts 15:28 

Jerusalem was the hub of the church for most of the period covered by the book of Acts.  But this role was gradually being transferred to or shared with places like Antioch, Ephesus and Rome. When Jerusalem was finally destroyed (70) the apostles Peter and Paul had already been martyred in Rome, giving it further significance in the minds of early Christians.
ROME
Rome was where Paul and Peter were executed in the mid 60s. Rome was where a directive had been issued to Corinth in 96. Rome began to clearly emerge as the bigger brother of the brotherhood (1 Clement, Ignatius to the Romans).

Battle for the Bishopric (136-144)

A major battle heated up in Rome during the 130s AD.  There were two sects, each with their own Scriptures and Agenda, who soon set out to become the overseer (bishop) of Rome. First there was Valentinus whose activities span around 136-165 a.d. This Gnostic from Alexandria moved to Rome around a.d. 136. Four years later he was “exposed” as a Gnostic infiltrator attempting to become bishop of Rome. This conflict undoubtedly played into Justin Martyr’s inquisitiveness and brought him to Rome (140AD). Four years later another heretic attempted the same thing. Marcion was the son of the bishop of Sinope in Pontus. Impressive ands wealthy, he gained followers in the church but was exposed, launching the largest rival group to the Christians. 

Some of the results of each failed coup d'état were: (1) The quest for a formal canon, (2) higher “catholic” organization, (3) Greater protections given to Rome with figures like Justin and Irenaeus fighting on behalf of the great church.

Peter’s Keys (200-300)
Over the following generations the church was looking for increasing justification for the primacy given to the church at Rome. The following quotes testify to the growing preeminence of Peter in the eyes of the church:

211 a.d: Tertullian wrote: "...remember that the Lord left the keys of it to Peter here, and through him to the Church..."
 Tertullian wrote these words after he joined the Montanists, not trying to bolster the church in Rome.

220 a.d: Tertullian also wrote that God said to Peter "Upon you...I will build my Church; and I will give to you the keys, not to the Church; and whatever you shall have bound or you shall have loosed, not what they shall have bound or they shall have loosed"
 

221 a.d: Clement of Alexandria refers to Peter being "...set apart to be the foundation of the Church..." in his Letter of Clement to James.
221 a.d: Clement also appears to refer to a conversation between Peter and Simon Magus at Rome in which Peter refers to himself as "...a firm rock, the foundation of the Church."
 

248 a.d: Origen refers to Peter as "that most solid of rocks, upon which Christ built the Church"

~ 260 a.d: Firmilian wrote: "Christ breathed upon the Apostles alone, saying to them, 'Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive any man his sins they shall be forgiven, and if you retain any man's sins they shall be retained.' The power of forgiving sins was given to the apostles and the churches which these men, sent by Christ, established and to the bishops who succeeded them by being ordained in their place."

By the third century the bishop of Rome came to be considered "first among equals." Bishops of Rome already practiced the role as final authority in local disputes. There was a sense that the church was becoming increasingly centralized in the direction of Rome but persecution slowed such developments. 
It was with Emperor Constantine's so-called conversion to Christianity that the Roman bishop received new prestige. Constantine had a large basilica built over the shrine of St. Peter on Vatican Hill and presented the bishop of Rome with a home at the Lateran Palace.
First Ecumenical Council: Nicea I (325)

Nicea (modern Iznik, Turkey) is about 70 miles from Constantinople on the Asiatic shore of the Bosporus. This council convened on the issue of whether Christ was a pure creature; made out of nothing; liable to fall; the Son of God by adoption, not by nature. This position is called Arianism after Arius.  The attendees were 318 bishops and notables, Convened by Emperor Constantine, with Eusebius of Caesarea as historian; St. Athanasius as theologian and ratified by Silvester I, Bishop of Rome. The decrees and resolutions are as follows:

· The Nicene Creed;

· Con-substantial Persons of God. Or, the Son is homousion with the Father. Explained as such that being of the Father and Son have the same substance, distinct, yet also co-equal, co-eternal

· The calculation for the date of Easter

Second Ecumenical Council: Constantinople I (381)

In Modern Istanbul, Turkey. There was a need to prevail on the issue of the homousion and to convey that Christians of the East were not Arians. And Apollinaris was teaching that Christ was not truly a man. The attendees were 186 bishops, and notables: Convened by Emperor Theodosius; with theologians among Basil the Great; Gregory of Nyssa; Gregory of Nazareth. Council decisions were ratified by Bishop Damasus of Rome (he did not attend, sending delegates instead). The decrees and resolutions are as follows: 
· Updated Nicene Creed (381)

· Condemned Macedonian heresy (the Holy Spirit was not part of God)
· Condemned the heresy of Apollinaris 

Third Ecumenical Council: Ephesus (431)

Ephesus is modern day Efes in Turkey. Nestorius was teaching that Mary was not the mother of God. Some of the followers of Nestorius claimed that Christ was two separate persons, human and divine. The attendees were 250 bishops, and notables: Convened by Emperor Theodosius II; the theologians Cyril of Alexandria and John Chrysostom. The decisions were ratified by Bishop Celestinus of Rome. The decrees and resolutions are as follows:

· Nestorius was condemned

· Decreed that Mary was also Theotokos (mother of God)

· Declared that Christ is true God and true man, that he has two natures (human and divine) joined in one person
First Attempt at Papal Claim (451)

Historians differ as to when the term “pope” was applied in exclusive reference to the bishop of Rome. 

Some say that the first bishop of Rome to be referred to as “papa” (pope) in their lifetime was bishop Marcellinus (296-304). However, it did not stick as a title. The term “pope” was applied to bishops in Asia Minor in the early centuries.
It was Leo I (440-461) who made the claim of being “pope” (through his emissaries) stating that he was "speaking with the voice of Peter". The “Primate of All Bishops” had obtained the endorsement of Roman Emperor Valentinian III. This “Vicar of Christ” sought secular support to intimidate others with the caption, “Lord of the Whole Church.” Anyone resisting his absolute authority would condemn his own soul to the fires of hell. Nonetheless, he was without support.

At the Council the patriarch of Constantinople was given a primacy of honor equal to that of the bishop of Rome. And Constantinople was declared the "New Rome”. Both Rome and Constantinople struggled for supremacy and none of the other major centers of Christianity.
So the idea of a “pope” began to stick in the late 6th or early 7th centuries, emerging into normal use with Boniface III around 607. Boniface III is the first person to take the title of "universal Bishop" (Pontifex Maxiums) by decree of Emperor Phocas. Previously “Pontifex Maximus” was ascribed to Gregory the Great who expressed reluctance with this title. 
Fourth Ecumenical Council: Chalcedon (451)

Chalcedon was on the ancient seaport of Bithynia on the sea of Marmara. The main situation at hand was that a group of Christians (called Monophysites) were teaching that Christ had a single divine (but not human) nature. The attendees were 600 bishops, and notables: Convened by Emperor Marcianus and ratified by Bishop Leo I of Rome. The decrees and resolutions were as follows:

· Condemned Monophysitism
· Declared that Christ had two distinct natures and was both true God and true man

· Promulgated canons of church discipline
Rome’s fall is usually marked in A.D. 476. It was Edward Gibbon’s who selected this date during a gradual collapse because that is when the Germanic Odoacer deposed the last Roman ruler of the Western Empire.  Prior to this time the split into an eastern and western empire governed by separate emperors led to Rome’s loss of influence as the eastern half became the Byzantine Empire with its capital at Constantinople. 
Official “West” Papacy Begins (590-604)
Historians tend to mark the tenure of Gregory the Great (590-604) as the beginning of a formal Papacy, as we know it today. As a side note, he is called Gregory the Dialogist in the Eastern Orthodoxy because of his Dialogues. 

Gregory had been a successful political figure from a senatorial family who entered the clergy as a Benedictine Monk. With clout gained from of his victories he was recognized by the Bishop of Rome.  His was used as emissary of the church in the empire and eventually became supreme bishop among bishops. His reign and political prowess helped force Catholicism on many in Europe.

Gregory was the chief architect of the papal system which dominated Christendom for almost 950 years, until 1517. Additionally, Gregory was the impetus or contributing force behind the following notions: a) No salvation outside Roman-run-church, b) Re-sacrificing Christ in the mass, c) worshipping the saints and martyrs, d) Enforcement of celibacy.
In a letter to Maurice, the Emperor, he wrote, “I confidently affirm that who so calls himself, or desires to be called Universal Priest, (Pontifex Maximus), in his pride goes before anti-Christ……St. Peter is not called Universal Apostle ….Far from CHRISTIAN (not Catholic) hearts be that blasphemous name.”   And to the bishop of Antioch Gregory wrote that the title of Universal Bishop was: “profane, superstitious, haughty, and invented by the first apostate."  Gregory also said,

“Whosoever calls himself, or desires to be called, Universal Priest, is in his elation the precursor of Antichrist, because he proudly puts himself above all others. Nor is it by dissimilar pride that he is led into error; for, as that perverse one wishes to appear as God above all men, so whosoever this one is who covets being called sole priest, he extols himself above all other priests.”

Nonetheless, Gregory was the first to be recognized as “Pontifex Maximus”. It is ironic that he vehemently rejected that title but seemed to accept it in practice. The term “pontiff” had been use as referring to Roman high priest, Pontifex Maximus, meaning “bridge builder” or “path maker.”
East-West Divide on Universal Bishop (608)

The papacy of Boniface III (607-8) offended the eastern churches. He persuaded Emperor Phocas to entitle him with the Universal Bishop, or pope of the whole church.  The eastern churches refused to submit to his self-assumed authority.  This title continued in the West but was not accepted in the Eastern churches.

CONSTANTINOPLE
Septimius Severus rebuilt Byzantium as a replica, of sorts, of Rome. But it was Constantine the Great consecrated it in 330 and renamed it Constantinople. From there he led the empire from the east. There were features of this growing city that spoke of its illustrious future. For instance, the nearby Hippodrome was built to accommodate chariot-races and seated over 80,000 spectators.
Constantinople would soon become more important with the weakening of the western empire. It would become extremely fortified and emerged as the largest city of world. And wealth flowed into Constantinople from the eastern Mediterranean and western Asia. Emperors no longer traveled between various court capitals and palaces because they remained in the Great City. From their palaces in Constantinople they could send generals to command their armies.
Back to the time of Constantine until all of the councils were established in this region—Nicea in 325, Constantinople in 381, Ephesus in 431, Chalcedon in 451, Constantinople in 553 and 680/1, Nicea in 787, and Constantinople in 869. Following the Schism of 1054 the councils moved to Rome and other locations in the West. Between Chalcedon (451) and sometime well before the Schism in 1054, perhaps the ninth century Constantinople held a larger sway in Christendom. 
There was a serious threat to its eminence as a leading city. A plague between 541–542 AD and wars with the Avars, Bulgars and Arabs between 565 and 717 Constantinople was great weakened its population reduced by as much as ninety percent from its half-million size at its height. However, as a result of many developments Constantinople was gradually rebuilt and repopulated by the late ninth century surpassing its original size.
Meanwhile, the controversy over iconoclast (Greek for image-breaking) in the eighth and ninth centuries led to serious spiritual and political unrest throughout the Empire. In 726 Leo III issued a decree against images.  In 754 Constantine V convoked a church council in 754 which condemned the use of images in worship. The Second Council of 787 restored the veneration of images. This issue continued to be debated.

Fifth Ecumenical Council: Constantinople II (553)

This council marks are an important historical turn in favor of the eastern churches because of developments in which the Roman pontiff refused to take part in the council. Emperor Justinian summoned bishops in equal numbers from each of the five patriarchal sees so that there would be many more eastern than western bishops present. And Eutychius, patriarch of Constantinople, presided.
Emperor Justinian wanted the Church to consider the orthodoxy of three Greek theologians: Theodore of Mopsuestia, Theodoret of Cyrrhus, and Ebas of Edessa. In attendance were 150 bishops, and notables: Convened by Emperor Justinian. The council was reluctantly ratified by Bishop Vigilius of Rome. He had been summoned to Constantinople but opposed the council for months, taking sanctuary in a church. However, Vigilius yielded and formally ratified the verdicts of the council on Feb. 23, 554. The decrees and resolutions were as follows:

· Condemned the writings of theologians as having been infested with Nestorianism. 

Sixth Ecumenical Council: Constantinople III (680)

Monothelism was teaching that Christ did not possess a human will.  In attendance was 174 bishops and important notables. The council was convened by Emperor Constantine IV and ratified by Bishop Leo II of Rome. The decrees and resolutions were as follows:
· Monothelism (which declared that Christ has two wills, human and divine) was condemned
Seventh Ecumenical Council: Nicaea II (787)

Iconoclasts (icon breakers) had emerged who taught that using sacred images was idolatry and had begun (or advocated) destroying them. The attendees were 390 bishops and notables. The council was convened by Empress Irene and ratified by Bishop Adrian I of Rome.  Adrian happened to favor the views of the Eastern Church on the Iconoclast controversy.  The decrees and resolutions were as follows: 

· Condemning of the iconoclasts

· Declared that sacred images may be honored without idolatry
· Disseminate canons of church discipline
NOTE: Charlemagne (Charles the Great) was King of the Franks and sought to unity Western and Central Europe. In 800 after helping Pope Leo regain respect after a scandal, Charlemagne was given a coronation ceremony as emperor of the Holy Roman Empire at St. Peter's Basilica. This surprise move included the gesture where the pope bowed before Charlemagne.
Two years later Charlemagne completes the establishment of his court at Aachen and attempts to gather the best scholars in Europe to convert Aachen into an intellectual center. 
Charlemagne demonstrates his growing power by usurping the prerogatives of the Roman Emperor in Constantinople by acting as the leader over the Pope.  These developments somewhat weakened the influence of Constantinople. 
Council of Constantinople IV-A (870)

The council in 869-870 is viewed by Roman Catholics as the Fourth Council of Constantinople.  Due to the outcome, the Eastern Orthodox Church rejected its legitimacy. There was a need to solve a dispute over the right of Patriarch Photius the Great or the restoration of Ignatius. In 858 Emperor Michael III deposed Ignatius and replaced him with Photius, who was the leading inspiration of the ninth-century renaissance, conversion of Salvs to Christianity and lightning rod in Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic church relations.
The attendees were 102 bishops, and notables.  The council was convened by Emperor Basil (of the Byzantine Empire). There was a tainted ratification by Bishop Adrian II of Rome, a puppet pope, who was forced to submit in most matters to the emperor, Louis II (Western Emperor). Adrian II had been placed under the surveillance of a bishop of Orte the emperor’s confidential adviser. Adrian had been long married to a woman named Stephania by whom he had a daughter and his family lived with him at the Lateran palace.  The decrees and resolutions were as follows:
· Photius was condemned in 27 canons.
Council of Constantinople IV-B (880)

There was a call among Eastern Orthodox Christians to reject the politicized Council which deposed Photius the Great.  The Eastern Orthodox Churches formed another council in 879-880, which is their "Constantinople IV".  These two councils represented a subtle break between East and West.

When Ignatius died in 877 Photius was reinstated and a council was required to undo the damage of the previous council. The attendees were 383 bishops, and notables. There were representatives from the five patriarchates including Rome.

· Photius was reinstated Photius as Ecumenical Patriarch.

The council also condemned any alteration whatsoever to the original Nicene and Constantinople Creed, thereby condemning the addition of the Filioque clause. Photius, the vindicated saint, was heavily at work against Rome on this issue.

Roman Catholics would later separate the two issues and insist on the theological orthodoxy of the clause. There is a debate as to whether Bishop John VIII of Rome approved of the entire council or merely the reinstatement of Photius. In any event papal legates approved of the proceedings and appeared to have accepted the council, annulling those of the Council of 869-870. The bishop of Rome, who was not in attendance, may have either been confused or deceived. Later, however, after the Great Schism of 1054 the 880 Council was repudiated.

Sometimes Eastern Orthodox Christians has referred to the Council of 879-880 as the "Eighth Ecumenical Council."

ROME AGAIN
Four negative things mar the Western Church from the Eleventh century until the Reformation. (1) The great Schism of 1054 was a watershed moment in the history of Christendom that occurred in the middle of a Mass. (2) The Crusades (1091-1291) and (3) The Babylonian Captivity of the Church (1309-1378).  The latter paved the way for a fourth mar on the church—the Great Papal Schism).
The Great Schism of 1054 

The West increasingly moved towards Latin exclusively while the East spoke Greek. The empire had been divided by Diocletian which, following the death of Theodosius the Great lost its unity. Soon thereafter the Western Empire fell and the number of individuals who were bilingual diminished as did communication between the East and West. With linguistic unity fading, cultural unity began to disintegrate as well. The Church followed these social developments, eventually developing different rituals, liturgies and approaches to ministry. The iconoclasm controversy was increasingly and always a tension, regardless of where an emperor, empress, pope or patriarch ruled on the matter. And Pope Nicholas I who ruled from 858-867 was determined to extend the power of the papacy "over all the earth, that is, over every church." This was received as an act of authoritarian aggression by the Eastern Churches. In time the two Constantinople councils of 869-870 and 879-880, which convened over the fate of eastern hero Photius, exposed longstanding tensions.
During the eleventh centuries a schism had passed the tipping point over the issues of papal jurisdiction and the Western Church’s insertion of the Filioque (Latin for "and (from) the Son”) clause into the Latin version of the Nicene Creed in 1014. This clause had become proposed in 589 but never accepted in the East. Such changes required Ecumenical Councils to ratify. 
In 1054, Pope Leo IX sent Cardinal Humbert to Constantinople as an emissary to meet with Patriarch Cerularios. This conciliatory visit turned into an abrupt excommunicated in the middle of Mass of the patriarch who, in turn, excommunicated the cardinal. One superficial basis for an act of such colossal consequences was the contention over the use of leavened bread during the celebration of Mass. the Greek Christians used leavened bread in the Eucharist while the Latin Church unleavened bread. The whole population on Constantinople was stirred against the papal representatives. They only escaped, after offending the populace because the emperor allowed them to freely return to Rome because there were emissaries. 
The schism reflected numerous long-standing tensions between the eastern and western Roman empires. While the Church had remained united for centuries without solving some of its theological disputes, the political and cultural differences along with papal ambitions made the split inevitable.
The Seven “Holy” Crusades (1095-1291)

The first crusade began in 1095 with Pope Urban II’s famous speech before a great crowd the council of Clermont. Urban urged all to go to the aid of the Greeks and to recover Palestine from the rule of the Muslims.
1. 1095-1099, called by Pope Urban II and led by Peter the Hermit, Walter the Penniless, Godfrey of Bouillon, Baldwin and Eustace of Flanders, and others. Crusader States were established. The Knights Templar was instituted in 1119 by the French knights and in 1190 German Crusaders established the Teutonic Knights.

2. 1147-49, headed by King Louis VII who was enlisted by Bernard of Clairvaux. Saladin united Shiite and Sunni religious sects, the warring nations of the Turks, Syrians, and Egyptians as a united Islamic power. He was known for his chivalrous behavior, being respected by both Muslim and Christian alike. The Byzantine Orthodox of Jerusalem actually preferred rule by Saladin compared to the heavy taxations of the Latin patriarch. This crusade was a disastrous failure, involving the loss of the Duchy of Edessa, one of four Latin Kingdoms.
3. 1188-92, proclaimed by Pope Gregory VIII in the wake of the catastrophic loss of an 88 Christian year rule of Jerusalem as a result of the second crusade. Europe was in shock which led Pope Gregory VIII on a crusade to liberate Jerusalem, along with King Frederick Barbarossa of Germany, King Philip II of France, and Richard, the son of King Henry II, who became King Richard I of England and later known as Richard the Lionhearted.
Heavily outnumbered, Richard engaged and defeated Saladin on two occasions, Arsuf and Jaffa. He captured the Mediterranean coast of Palestine from Saladin but negotiated with Saladin rather than storm Jerusalem. On September 2, 1192, they signed a peace treaty, leaving the Crusader states control of the coastal strip from Tyre to Jaffa, along with other holdings. The The Muslim people Jerusalem retained Jerusalem but Christian pilgrims would be allowed free access to the Holy sites of the city.

4. 1202-1204. Constantinople was sacked on a quest to Capture Jerusalem.  Pope Innocent III instigated the Fourth Crusade planned to attack Egypt, dividing the Muslim world before heading to recapture Jerusalem. Over a battle of war funding, the Christian Franks and Venetians attacked the Christian Byzantines and sacked Constantinople on April 12, 1204.  The Crusade for obtaining Jerusalem was over. A three day massacre ensued that was led by the Franks while the Venetians looted the city’s treasures. On May 16, 1204 the Latin Empire of Constantinople was inaugurated as Byzantine leaders moved to Nicaea. The Crusaders never made it to Jerusalem.  At the time the 1204 sack of Constantinople has been called "the greatest crime against humanity." 
5. 1217-1221. Pope Innocent III called for a Crusade to recapture Jerusalem but he died in 1216, Following his death the initial success in capturing Damietta, Egypt was forgotten as disease overtook many Crusaders were in the Nile Delta. In 1219, Francis of Assisi worked with the Sultan of Egypt to restore peace. 
6. 1228-29. Instigated by Pope Gregory IX, it involved Emperor Frederick II, Thibaud de Champagne and Richard of Cornwall.  In time Gregory excommunicated Frederick because of failure to keep his vow. But Frederick arrived in Acre in September, 1228, ten years later and negotiated a an agreement with the Sultan of Egypt for the return of Jerusalem which remained in Christian hands for 15 years.
7. 1248-50. The final Crusade was led by Louis IX of France. He took Damietta, Egypt in 1249 but was captured en route to Cairo in 1250. He paid a great ransom for his army's freedom, then sailed to Acre where he stayed until 1254. It ended in 1291 when the last the Latin holding in Palestine, Acre, was lost.
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The Babylonian Captivity of the Avignon Papacy (1309 to 1378)

The Avignon Papacy is a period in which seven consecutive popes ruled in Avignon from 1309 to 1378.  It is often scornfully referred to as the Babylonian Captivity because this seventy plus year period was fraught with controversy and humiliations. French Kings invoked influence over the Papacy which embittered rulers across Europe. In 1378 after a successful move of the papal court to Rome, Gregory IX died. A conclave met and elected Urban VI but within months he lost clout with the French cardinals so they held their own conclave electing one of their own. The fiasco resulted in a council to clear the matter up and much ridicule up until the reformation.
First Lateran Council (1123)

Basilica in Rome, Italy

Crisis or controversy: Social and religious problems of the day; First ecumenical council in the West.   Attendees: 300 bishops and notables: Convened: Callistus II, Pope; Ratified: Callistus 

Decrees and resolutions: Promulgated canons of mixed matters.

Second Lateran Council (1139)

Crisis or controversy: A double papal election and ensuing schism when two rivals claiming to be pope divided the church. 

Attendees: 1000 bishops, and notables: Convened: Innocent II, Pope; St. Bernard of Clairvaux .  It was ratified by Pope Innocent II.

Decrees and resolutions: Took measures against schism of antipope Anacletis II; Promulgated canons of church discipline

Third Lateran Council (1179)

Crisis or controversy: Reorganization had to be faced; there was the ever-needed pressure to reform; restraint of abuses. 

Attendees: More than 300 bishops, and notables: Convened: Alexander III, Pope; Ratified: Alexander III, Pope. 

Decrees and resolutions: Decreed that papal elections required two-thirds majority of cardinals at the conclave; Promulgated numerous disciplinary canons. 

Fourth Lateran Council (1215)

Crisis or controversy: Albigensian heresy: two supreme beings, Evil and Good; Christ did not die; all material things must. 

Attendees: 412 bishops; 388 priests, and notables: Convened: Innocent III, Pope; Ratified: Innocent III, Pope. 

Decrees and resolutions: Declaration of Canon Law: the law of the Church; Decrees against Albegensians and Waldensians. 

First Lyons Council (1245)

Eastern France
Crisis or controversy: The difficult and heretical behavior of Emperor Frederick II; The persecution of religion. 

Attendees: 140 bishops; more than 300 in toto, and notables: Convened: Innocent IV, Pope; Ratified: Innocent IV, Pope. 

Decrees and resolutions: Excommunication and deposition of Frederick II. 

Second Lyons Council (1274)

Crisis or controversy: A marked decline of the detachment of the popes from the things of the world; Chronic restiveness of the Greeks toward Roman primacy. 

Attendees: 500 bishops; 570 priests, and notables: Convened: Gregory X, Pope; Thomas Aquinas, Bonaventure; Ratified: Gregory X, Pope. 

Decrees and resolutions: General reformation of the morals of clergy and bishops; Dogmatic constitution of filioque; Profession of faith of Greek Emperor Michael VIII. 

Council of Vienne (1312)

near Lyons

Crisis or controversy: Problems with the religious order of Knights Templars. 

Attendees: 122 bishops; 300 abbots, and notables: Convened: Clemens V, Pope; Ratified: Clemens V, Pope (he moved the papacy to Avignon). 

Decrees and resolutions: Templars were suppressed; Canon Law enacted; Three definition of dogmas; Disciplinary decrees written. 

Council of Constance (1414-1418)

Germany on Swiss border

Crisis or controversy: The Great Western Schism: two sets of popes. 

Attendees: 32 Cardinals; 183 bishops; 100 abbots; 350 priests, and notables: Convened: Segismund, Emperor; Ratified: Martin V, Pope. 

Decrees and resolutions: Reformation of the Church; Material organization of religion. 

Council of Florence (1438)

Northern Italy

Crisis or controversy: East/West reunion; Constantinople was being threatened by Mohammedans. 

Attendees: more than 150 bishops, and notables: Convened: Eugene IV, Pope; Ratified: Eugene IV, Pope. 

Decrees and resolutions: Reunion of oriental churches. 

Fifth Lateran Council (1512-1517)

Crisis or controversy: Needed reform in church administration; Rise of atheistic philosophy; Friction between bishops and orders of friars. 

Attendees: 115 bishops, and notables: Convened: Julius II, Pope; Cajetan; Ratified: Leo X, Pope. 

Decrees and resolutions: Condemned the Averroes philosophy: the soul of man is not immortal; Promulgated reform decrees; Established principles of book censorship; Rights of bishops defined. 

Council of Trent (1545-1563)

in Hapsburg's Germany; now Northern Italy

Crisis or controversy: Martin Luther; Revolt against the Pope; Widespread heresy. 

Attendees: 70 - 252 bishops, and notables: Convened: Paul III, Pope; Ratified: Pius IV, Pope. 

Decrees and resolutions: Doctrinal decrees: restatement of belief in opposition to the new theologies; The Catholic Reformation: the reformation of Catholic life. 

First Vatican Council (1870)

St. Peter's Bascilica

Crisis or controversy: A return to life of the Catholic Church: needed a revival of religious life 
General restoration and restatement of the faith was needed; Christian marriages and education needed safeguarding. 

Attendees: 747 bishops, and notables: Convened: Pius IX, Pope; Ratified: Pius IX, Pope. 

Decrees and resolutions: Promulgated decrees on the Catholic Faith and on the Church; Condemned the Rationalists and Semirationalists; Defined the charism of infallibility. 

Second Vatican Council (1962-1965)

Crisis or controversy: Constant need for reform and revival; Needed translation of faith into modern era: communication media; Christians and Jews; religious freedom, etc.  Attendees: 2908 bishops, and notables: Convened: John XXIII, Pope; Ratified: Paul VI, Pope. 

Decrees and resolutions: Issued 16 documents: On Divine Revelation; The Pastoral Constitution; On The Church in the Modern World; On The Church 

Conclusion
On December 7th, 1965, a joint Catholic-Orthodox declaration, approved by Pope Paul VI and Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I of Constantinople was read at public meetings in Rome and Istanbul. The declaration concerns the Catholic-Orthodox exchange of excommunications in 1054.
Though a conflict resolution of this magnitude is noble it is important to observe the large wake of compromises with the world, carnage, power brokering with emperors and kings and an overall apparent powerlessness in transforming lives with both sides of the Schism. And both massive movements that are hierarchical, ritualistic and overly ornate.
Appendix

JOINT CATHOLIC-ORTHODOX DECLARATION (Dec. 7, 1965)
The text of the joint Catholic-Orthodox declaration, approved by Pope Paul VI and Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I of Constantinople, read simultaneously (Dec. 7) at a public meeting of the ecumenical council in Rome and at a special ceremony in Istanbul—the declaration concerns the excommunications in 1054.
1. Grateful to God, who mercifully favored them with a fraternal meeting at those holy places where the mystery of salvation was accomplished through the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and where the Church was born through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, Pope Paul VI and Patriarch Athenagoras I have not lost sight of the determination each then felt to omit nothing thereafter which charity might inspire and which could facilitate the development of the fraternal relations thus taken up between the Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church of Constantinople. They are persuaded that in acting this way, they are responding to the call of that divine grace which today is leading the Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church, as well as all Christians, to overcome their differences in order to be again "one" as the Lord Jesus asked of His Father for them.

2. Among the obstacles along the road of the development of these fraternal relations of confidence and esteem, there is the memory of the decisions, actions and painful incidents which in 1054 resulted in the sentence of excommunication leveled against the Patriarch Michael Cerularius and two other persons by the legate of the Roman See under the leadership of Cardinal Humbertus, legates who then became the object of a similar sentence pronounced by the patriarch and the Synod of Constantinople.

3. One cannot pretend that these events were not what they were during this very troubled period of history. Today, however, they have been judged more fairly and serenely. Thus it is important to recognize the excesses which accompanied them and later led to consequences which, insofar as we can judge, went much further than their authors had intended and foreseen. They had directed their censures against the persons concerned and not the Churches. These censures were not intended to break ecclesiastical communion between the Sees of Rome and Constantinople.

4. Since they are certain that they express the common desire for justice and the unanimous sentiment of charity which moves the faithful, and since they recall the command of the Lord: "If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember that your brethren has something against you, leave your gift before the altar and go first be reconciled to your brother" (Matt. 5:23-24), Pope Paul VI and Patriarch Athenagoras I with his synod, in common agreement, declare that:

A. They regret the offensive words, the reproaches without foundation, and the reprehensible gestures which, on both sides, have marked or accompanied the sad events of this period.

B. They likewise regret and remove both from memory and from the midst of the Church the sentences of excommunication which followed these events, the memory of which has influenced actions up to our day and has hindered closer relations in charity; and they commit these excommunications to oblivion.

C. Finally, they deplore the preceding and later vexing events which, under the influence of various factors—among which, lack of understanding and mutual trust—eventually led to the effective rupture of ecclesiastical communion.

5. Pope Paul VI and Patriarch Athenagoras I with his synod realize that this gesture of justice and mutual pardon is not sufficient to end both old and more recent differences between the Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church.

Through the action of the Holy Spirit those differences will be overcome through cleansing of hearts, through regret for historical wrongs, and through an efficacious determination to arrive at a common understanding and expression of the faith of the Apostles and its demands.

They hope, nevertheless, that this act will be pleasing to God, who is prompt to pardon us when we pardon each other. They hope that the whole Christian world, especially the entire Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church will appreciate this gesture as an expression of a sincere desire shared in common for reconciliation, and as an invitation to follow out in a spirit of trust, esteem and mutual charity the dialogue which, with Gods help, will lead to living together again, for the greater good of souls and the coming of the kingdom of God, in that full communion of faith, fraternal accord and sacramental life which existed among them during the first thousand years of the life of the Church.
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