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The Dawn of the Reformation 
It is easy to see, in hindsight, what was coming. The dawn of the Reformation was precipitated by thirteenth century attempts at renewal and reform that were constantly being suppressed. However, the events of the fourteenth and fifteenth century map a clear forecast of impending developments. It was a matter of time.
Early Reformers
Great events, says Shakespeare, cast their shadows long before they come. Indeed, before the reformation of the 16th Century there were people within the medieval church who addressed abuses in the life of the church.  Some of these pre reformers include:
William of Ockham (c.1285-c.1349) an English philosopher and scholastic theologian entered the Franciscan order and studied and taught at the University of Oxford from 1309 to 1319. He argued against the Pope in a dispute over boundaries of authority and finances and was denounced by Pope John XXII and held in house detention from 1324 to 1328 at the papal palace in Avignon, France. He fled to Munich in 1328 and was excommunicated.
John Wycliffe (c1330-1384), the “morning star of the reformation” was an Oxford theologian who took up the Ockham’s efforts to include doctrinal matters. He said the Bible, not the church, the priests or the Pope was the highest authority. He facilitated the translation of the scriptures into English. By 1380 it was available to ordinary people. One of the three rival popes during the Avignon Papacy battles issued a bull condemning his teachings. Known as Lollards, his followers went around and preached but were declared as an illegal movement.
John Huss, or Jan Hus (c.1372-1415) was a reformer from southern Bohemia (now the Czech Republic). He taught theology at the University of Prague and accepted preaching responsibility at the Bethlehem Chapel. He became controversial for preaching in native Czech rather than traditional Latin.. Similar to Wycliffe he taught that the Bible is the ultimate religious authority. In time Huss was forbidden to exercise his priestly functions, and eventually excommunicated as a heretic in 1411. A riot ensued in Prague. The reformer was eventually went into hiding in a castle but later agree to appear at the Council of Constance. He was condemned by the Council and burned at the stake in 1415. A few years later, his followers, the Hussites, launched a violent protest, known as the Hussite Wars (1419-1424) and conquered most of Bohemia. Though peace was achieved through a treaty in 1436 the memory of the “protest” was strong one hundred years later.
Savonarola Girolamo (1452-1498) an Italian Dominican was a reformer whose preaching focused on the sinfulness of the world, denouncing even political and religious figures, such as Pope Alexander VI. In the 1490s was sought out for heresy and seditious teaching and was sentenced to death, along with two friends. On May 23, 1498 the three were hanged and their bodies burned.

Leading Causes of the Reformation
The Babylonian Captivity: From the mind 1290s there was a contest between the Philip IV of France and Pope Boniface, who died in 1305.  This succeeding pope Philip was a puppet and moved the papacy to Avignon, France. From 1309-1377 the residence of the Pope stayed at Avignon and was called the Babylonian Captivity of the Papacy.

The Papal Schism: A Papal schism ended the Avignon years and led to feudalism from 1378-1417 during which time there were two to three contending Popes on the stage at the same time. Each pope argued that they alone were the rightful heirs, which scandalized the Roman Catholic Church. The Council of Constance (1414-1418) marked the end of the schism the papacy had lost prestige. From this century forward the Roman Papacy church was vulnerable to attack.

Renaissance: Renaissance is a French word meaning rebirth, re-awakening or rediscovery of something ancient. Perhaps one of the earlier factors that instigated the birth of Reformation was this re-awakening. It prepared the minds of people to come to the realization that it is possible to break away from the yoke of illiteracy and serfdom. In some respects Renaissance gave birth to Humanism which was for all purposes a protest movement. Humanists followed two paths: First, their recovery of classical, patristic, and biblical texts made them pioneers of philology and textual criticism. Second, with their imaginative renewals of traditional forms such as historical writing, neo-Latin poetry and the dramatic dialogue Christian humanism prepared the climate and even set some agendas for the major reform movements. The motto of the Christian humanists was “back to the sources and recover the faith of the apostles”. By following these paths, the critical work of the humanists supplied criteria for the evaluation of the religious situation. Humanist targeted ecclesiastical corruption.

Humanism: The Prince of Humanists, Desiderius Erasmus (1466/69–1536), was by far the most famous and important of the Christian humanists. It has been said that he “laid the egg that hatched Luther”. Erasmus, forever a soft Catholic, overwhelmed the church his vast learning and his writings the to question the positions of the church. Rejecting medieval superstition. Erasmus was aided by the new printing press to use the Bible and rational argument to inspire Christian renewal within the church. Translation directly from the Greek instead of the Latin Vulgate he edited the Greek New Testament and had it printed in 1516, which uncovered many previously poor translations. For example, he revealed that where John the Baptist had said “repent” the Vulgate had “do penance”. Before Luther he was teaching that salvation was by grace and not by works.
The Printing Press: The invention of the printing press in the second half of the 1400s made a radical difference for transforming every walk of life, whether secular and sacred. A few decades later Bibles, books, pamphlets and tracts of various European languages were going to lift society away from the last vestiges of the Dark Ages.

Corruption and Immorality: Widespread decadence among the priests, monks and nuns led to Anticlericalism, increasing challenges against the abuses of the papacy. Pope Innocent VIII (1484–92) had performed marriages for his own illegitimate children in the Vatican. Pope Alexander VI (1492–1503) had fathered eight children by three women by the time he committed Simony by bribing his way to the Papacy. At the age of 61 he had a girlfriend of age 19.  The public was increasingly aware of extravagant papal projects funded by monies exacted from members of the church. Such practices as the sale and purchasing of indulgences exploited simple people.
Nationalism: The medieval Catholic Church could no longer dominate political life of Western Europe as European monarchs acquired new power. Some of Europe’s princes began to challenge the papacy’s rights of taxation, its rights to appoint ecclesiastical figures in their domains.

Young Martin Luther

Martin Luther was born in Eisleben to a peasant family in Germany to Hans (John) and his mother was Greta (Margaret). Luther’s upbringing was strict. He attended school in Mansfield and Magdeburg (1497-1498). For a time he lived with the Brethren of the Common Life. 
Luther, the Monk: Luther enrolled at the University of Effort in 1501 and achieving a master’s degree in liberal arts. At the beginning of his subsequent study of law symptoms of crises began to emerge that included a fear of death, and questions about the purpose of life. While planning to begin his studies in law the death of a friend in a brawl and a serious leg injury caused him to enter a personal crisis. Then in his first semester in 1505 Martin Luther was stuck by a bolt of lightning at Stotternheim.

In fear and desperation and Luther fell to the ground and vowed: “help me Saint Ann (i.e the Virgin Mary’s mother), I will become a monk”. Against his father’s wishes Luther immediately entered the monastery of The Augustinian friars in Erfurt on July 17, 1505. The following year he took his monastic vows in order to become a priest.  Disturbed in his soul Luther observed every rigor of cloister walk praying, fasting, confession and even torturing his body. Luther did not find what he was looking for—peace with God and self- assurance of salvation and became increasingly despondent.

Luther’s Visit to Rome (~1512): Sometime around 1511 Luther went to Rome on behalf of his Augustinian Order. He was shocked by the behaviors of the clergy and the worldliness and pomp of the papal surroundings. He observed corruption in Roman curia (Vatican administrative), the dread of Biblical ignorance of the local clergy and the immorality and superstition of the friars. 
Within a year of visiting Rome Martin Luther received his doctorate in theology and succeeded Staupitz in Wittenberg 
Luther’s First Stage of Conversion (1515)
Within three years Luther will begin his conversion. In 1515 Luther becoming a parish preacher where he was able to witness the way that his discoveries influenced the common man. The timing of an episode is inexact but important. John von Staupitz, head of Germany’s Augustinian Order was constantly taking Luther’s confessions. Ever since the Fourth Lateran Council the church had pronounced that on those sins confessed to a priest were forgiven. Exasperated, Staapitz said,

““Look here, brother Martin If you're going to confess so much, why don't you go do something worth confessing? Kill your mother or father! Commit adultery! Quit coming in here with such peccadilloes.”

So Staupitz studied the Bible with Luther using the Book of the Romans. When Luther was meditating on Romans 1:17 he had an epiphany that shocked his world. The righteousness that saves someone is from God, not the human’s effort to transform his own nature—‘we are made righteous through him and by his grace’. He renounced the futility of appeasing God. He began proclaiming that ‘the just shall live by faith.’ 

Luther had been appointed the Augustinian vicar for Meissen and Thuringia giving him charge over eleven monasteries in the region. Luther begins a serious study and writing lectures on the Epistle to the Romans. This, along with intense spiritual struggles and failure to work them out careful observance of the monastic rule, constant confession, etc. , contact with Johann von Staupitz set him up for his later "tower experience." There is some confusion if this was in 1515 or 1518.

The Reformation Begins

Pope Leo X and John Tetzel (1517): Since the time of 1506 Pope Julius II called for rebuilding of St Peter’s Cathedral in Rome. The massive basilica would require enormous revenue and the next Pope, Leo X, and Albert, archbishop of Mainz, Germany, developed a plan to sell special plenary indulgence (remission of all temporal punishment of sin).

Johannes Tetzel, a Dominican monk and preacher, developed a graduated scale of payments based upon social rank and upon sins committed. At various borders around the country Germans bought indulgences for sins they had not yet committed or make payments to deliver their deceased loved ones from purgatory. In the spring of 1517 Tetzel began this farce at Jüterbog, near Wittenbergand Martin Luther was incensed. Tetzel would say, "As soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the soul from purgatory springs."
Nailing of the 95 Theses (October, 1517)

As Tetzel neared Wittenberg Luther began blasting the ecclesiastical slot machine. Then he decided to start a proverbial blog through an unrelenting list of errors on the indulgence system and the church that developed them. The 95 thesis were first written in Latin Disputation to explain the Virtue of Indulgences revealed his hatred for a superstitious and carnal effort that smacked against the grace of God. Luther increased his rhetoric to deny that the Papal system had any influence over purgatory. Luther also brought out in the open the error in official Bible translations where Jesus allegedly said to “do penance” when he actually said “repent”. As historian Philip Schaff wrote: “By attacking the abuses of indulgences, Luther unwittingly cut a vein of Medieval Catholicism.
 
One of Luther’s assistants posted the thesis on the door of Castle Wittenberg. He began sending copies of the theses to academic friends. Suddenly the theses were copied, printed and distributed all over Germany, and soon thereafter, all over Europe. Within a month or so it had been translated from into German and published as a booklet. Within months the theses were distributed all over Europe and men like Zwingli, Grebels and others would be discussing the issues that Luther raised.
Luther’s Final Stage of Conversion (1518)
Martin Luther achieved a major theological breakthrough when he came to a fuller realization of the doctrine of justification by faith alone. This conviction happened gradually in stages between 1515 and 1518, becoming most clear in his sermon Of the Threefold Righteousness published toward the end of 1518. At a later date he looked back.
At last, by the mercy of God, meditating day and night, I gave heed to the context of the words, namely, "In it the righteousness of God is revealed, as it is written, 'He who through faith is righteous shall live.'" There I began to understand that the righteousness of God is that by which the righteous lives by a gift of God, namely by faith. And this is the meaning: the righteousness of God is revealed by the gospel, namely, the passive righteousness with which merciful God justifies us by faith, as it is written, "He who through faith is righteous shall live." (Hab 2:4) Here I felt that I was altogether born again and had entered paradise itself through open gates.

This discovery is often called Luther's "Tower Experience" because he wrote that he was studying Romans 1:17 in the heated room study of the tower of the Black Cloister in Wittenberg when the light broke upon him. The Black Cloister was originally an Augustinian monastery and it later became his Luther's home. This was the pivotal event of his life. The 95 thesis were about what was wrong but his examination and writings on Romans were about what was right.
Papal Reaction (1518-1519): At first Pope Leo X was caught off guard and did not recognize the moment for what it was. Then he summoned Luther to Rome, ordering Fredrick the Wise (The Elector of Saxony) to deliver him to the papal legate. Frederick, concerned for Luther’s life put a plea before the Pope to send a delegate before handle the case in Germany. The plea worked and an Italian theologian and diplomat Cardinal Cajetan was to handle the matter with Luther in Germany in Augsburg, one year after the release of the thesis. 
Cardinal Cajetan was courteous and advised Luther to openly retract his theses. Consistently and over the course of three meetings Luther replied that he could and would not do anything against the scriptures and his conscience. When the spirit of the occasions became increasingly acrimonious, Frederick the Wise helped Luther escape because Cajetan was going to have Luther arrested. In 1915 this incident led to a disputation where papal envoy John Eck would debate Luther at Leipzig over the topic of papal authority.

Eck could only argue on two flawed reasons. First—the official teaching based on the authority of the Pope. Second—that Luther was acting like the heretic, John Huss who had been condemned by the Council of Constance and executed. Luther replied that neither the Pope nor Council had the last word on this issue and they might both be wrong. The outcome of this meeting would certainly be excommunication.
The Papal Bull of Excommunication: As Luther stood on the Word of God through the year 1520, Leo began a process of excommunication in order to silence Luther. It is no wonder for Luther was writing well circulated booklets like The Babylonian Captivity of the Church. In May Luther was served with Exsurge Domine, a papal bull, giving him 60 days to appear in Rome. The citation listed the premises for the charge of heresy. Frederick attempted to resist the request again it would somehow lead to Luther’s death.
Luther learned that some of those representing Rome instigated the burning of his books and writings. In front of a gathering Luther organized a bonfire where he burnt the papal bull, along with books which he reckoned as systemic sources of merit-based theology. 
Providence was at play. Emperor Maximilian had been enraged with Luther and wanted him to be disciplined by the pope. Otherwise Luther would be dealt with in the upcoming Diet (parliament of the princes and nobles). He died in January, 1519 and a new emperor Charles I of Spain (Charles V) was elected in June of that year. Eventually Frederick was able to convince his deeply Catholic ally, Emperor Charles, to give that Luther a legal hearing. So instead of facing a Papal Bull, which was set aside for the moment and this became a political matter. So Charles was compelled to ask Luther to appear before the Diet to be gathered at Worms, Germany in April, 1521. Luther would stand before a parliament rather than a Council.
Luther and the Diet of Worms (Germany, 1521)
Martin Luther would have to explain his positions that he openly stated to John Eck.

· the Bible was the sole authority in religious matters

· the Popes were human beings and are therefore fallible

· the Church Councils are made up of mortals who can and have erred

In addition, Luther would be openly compared to John Huss who was condemned by the Council of Constance and hear that 41 propositions of Luther's thesis were considered heretical. A disputation on the Luther case was the first agenda the Diet of April 17, 1521.
Luther arrived at Worms one day early to a huge crowd of supporters. On the next day the interrogator pointed out to Luther a stack of writings and asked whether he acknowledged them and if he wished to recant anything. Luther pleaded for some time to think. The following afternoon Luther reappeared. And explained that his publications may be classified into works of edification to which no one had objected and polemics against the church hierarchy. He admitted that he might have been caustic in some of these subsequent books. The interrogator interrupted and asked for a plain answer. Luther stated something to the effect:

Unless I am convinced by testimonies of the scriptures or by clear arguments that I am in errors for Popes and Councils have often erred and contradicted themselves - I cannot withdraw, for I am subject to the scriptures I have quoted; my conscience is captive to the word of God. It is unsafe and dangerous to do anything against one’s conscience. Here I stand; I cannot do otherwise. So help me God.
Pandemonium ensued, with Luther and Eck and Luther screaming at each other and the crowd talking aloud. The emperor ended the proceedings. Luther walked through the crowd with the stance of triumph. Frederick openly stated that: “Doctor Martin has spoken right well in both Latin and German in the presence of the Emperor, the Princes and the Estates. He is far too bold for me!” Luther was momentarily given safe-conduct but Aleander, the papal legate denounced Luther and persuaded the Diet, and more importantly, the Emperor to condemn him. In May 1521, Luther was identified as a convicted heretic:
Martin Luther, of the Augustinian Order, has sought violently and virulently to introduce and disseminate within the Christian religion and its established order, especially in the German nation, heresies which are drawn anew from hell. Whereas the delivery of the papal bull and final condemnation of Luther, were proclaimed he took no account of it, nor lessened nor revoked his errors, nor sought absolution from his Papal Holiness or grace from the holy Christian Church; but like a madman plotting the manifest destruction of the holy Church, he daily scatters abroad much worse fruit and effect of his depraved heart and mind through very numerous books, both in Latin and German, composed by himself, or at least under his name, which are full of heresies and blasphemies, not only new ones but also those formerly condemned by holy councils. Therein he destroys, overturns, and abuses the number, arrangement, and use of the seven sacraments, received and held for so many centuries by the holy Church, He not only holds the priestly office and order in contempt, but also urges secular and lay persons to bathe their hands in the blood of priests. He uses slanderous and shameful words against the chief priest of our Christian faith, the successor of St. Peter and true Vicar of Christ on earth, and pursues him with manifold and unprecedented attacks and invectives. He writes that the mass confers no benefit on him for whom it is celebrated. Moreover, he overthrows the custom of fasting and prayer established by the holy Church and hitherto maintained. Especially does he impugn the authority of the holy fathers, as they are received by the Church, and would destroy obedience and authority of every type. He writes nothing which does not arouse and promote sedition, discord, war, murder, robbery, and arson, and tend toward the complete downfall of the Christian faith.

Therefore, it is feared that the whole German nation, and later all other nations, will be infected by this same disorder, and mighty dissolution and pitiable downfall of good morals, and of the peace and the Christian faith. Consequently, the edict ordered that immediately after the expiration of the appointed twenty days, terminating on the fourteenth day of May: That Martin Luther should be held regarded as a limb cut off from the Church of God, an obstinate schismatic and manifest heretic. That all pious and God-fearing persons abominate and abhor him as one mad or possessed by a demon. That no one should give him hospitality, lodging, food, or drink; neither shall any one, by word or deed, secretly or openly, succour or assist him by counsel or help; That any one who meets him, should proceed against him; take him prisoner, keep him in close custody and cause him to be delivered. That any one who arrests him has done a holy and pious work for which that one will be indemnified for the troubles and expenses incurred. That no one should dare to buy, sell, read, preserve, copy, print, or cause to be copied or printed, any books. That no one should dare approve his opinions, nor to proclaim, defend, or assert them, in any other way that human ingenuity can invent, notwithstanding may he have put some good in them to deceive the simple man.
This edict was never fully enforced but prevented Luther from travelling and forced him to remain on parole for the remainder of his life. Frederick the wise planned a pretended kidnapping of Luther on his return home. Luther was brought to the castle in Wartburg for nearly a year and used this time in seclusion to read, write and translated the New Testament from the original Greek into German. The country was never the same. The edict of Worms failed because Luther’s translation of Scriptures were soon sold and widely read.
Desperation in Wittenberg: The movement suffered disorder. Some of the German priests abandoned traditional robes, Latin chants and gave both bread and wine during the Communion. Monasteries were in confusion, priests were marrying, riots were forming, religious images were being broken.
Pope Leo X had died and the new pope (Adrian VI) was elected in early 1922 and he died eighteen months later.  The new pope (Clement VII) had larger conflicts. 
Luther was able to resurface in March of 1522 and demonstrated leadership that the German churches needed. He was married in 1525 to Catherine von Bora, an ex nun.
Nuremberg Diet (1523): The Edict from the Diet of Worms had failed for two reasons. The Pope was implicated in conflicts with the emperor between Spain and Italy. And Luther was now needed to preserve order because he was a man of order.

In 1523 Emperor Charles was looking for a compromise through an agency meeting in Nuremberg. A policy of tolerance was worked out towards the Lutheran movement as long as it did not spread further. Apparently, Charles just wanted to keep Luther in check until he could find a way wipe it out the movement.

The Peasant War (1525)
From 1524 to 1525, thousands of peasants in Germany gathered and revolted against their lords. This rebellion used the name of Luther and the guise of Scriptures but their concerns were economic issues. Initially Luther was ambivalent, blaming the princes and lords for the despair of the peasants but he was always clear that he deplored violence. However, when the violence became excessive Luther chose a side and published a tract, Against the Robbing Murdering Hordes of Peasants calling on the princes to suppress the movement by stabbing, and slaying. The nobility used Luther’s support to brutally suppress the insurrection and took the lives over 100,000 peasants. The fallout was great. Many peasants accused Luther of betrayal and either returned to the Roman Catholic Church or joined the more radical reformers. Some Catholic blamed the insurrection on the principles of Lutheranism. And Erasmus used this opportunity to criticize Luther and his doctrine of freewill.
Really Erasmus saw salvation as a cooperation endeavor between God and man. The result is that while God receives the glory, man receives the reward for his merits. Erasmus was, in essence, espousing a hybrid of grace and free will.
In each individual action two causes come together, the grace of God and the will of man: in such a way, however, that grace is the principal cause and the will secondary, which can do nothing apart from the principal cause, since the principal cause is sufficient in itself. Just as fire burns by its native force, and yet the principal cause is God who acts through the fire, and this cause would of itself be sufficient, without which the fire could do nothing if he withdrew from it.
In any event, Luther suffered scandalous losses and now had to wrangle through theological battles with the greatest mind of the time.
Diet of Speyer (1526): In 1526 the Imperial Diet met in Speyer but this time the Emperor was not in attendance. This Diet withdrew the Edict of Worms and granted the princes in German states freedom to decide its own allegiance to Catholic or Lutheran Churches until a later time. Austria and southern territories tended towards Catholicism while the others began following the Lutheran reforms.

One’s religion would depend on where one lives and religious matters would be settled by the local rulers (princes) who may decide to preserve the traditional Catholic practice or submit to the reformed practice. Emperor Charles naively saw this as a temporary concession.
In 1527 Martin Luther wrote “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”.
Second Diet at Speyer (1529): In April of 1529 the second Imperial Diet took place at Speyer. It was an attempt to rescind the effects of the previous Diet of Speyer. A vigorous protest (hence Protestants) against this decision was read aloud on behalf of the fourteen free cities of Germany and the Lutheran princes. They said that that if forced to choose between obedience to God and obedience to Caesar they must choose obedience to God.
In May he published his Short Catechism and Large Catechism.

The Diet of Augsburg (1530): In 1530 the emperor Charles devoted attention to the religious issues in Germany. The Protestant princes presented an orderly exposition of their faith in the form of the Augsburg Confession. This confession was a collaborative effort with theologian Philipp Melanchthon and Luther and was read, in German rather than in Latin. Initially, the confession spoke only for the Protestants of Saxony. A compromise between the confession and a Catholic confession was sought but failed. Charles demanded the edict of Worms be reinforced by April 15, 1531 or dissenting Princes would face the consequences. However, because of a conflict with the Turks Charles needed the support of the German princes and postpone the suppression of the Protestants. In 1532 a peace was settled between the Catholic and Protestant League.
Colloquy of Marburg (1530): Philip of Hesse, the protestant prince sought to a military alliance between the Protestant territories and came to see that they were divided between the followers of Luther and Zwingli. He arranged a meeting of both sides at his Marburg Castle, attended by Protestant leaders in October 1529 to discuss fifteen theological differences in Protestantism. On all but one they agreed – the Eucharist. Attendees considered Luther’s view as close to the Catholic position of transubstianation and Zwingli’s was that the Lord’s Supper was merely a memorial. The meeting ended sourly. 
Luther’s Death and his Legacy
"They are trying to make of me a fixed star. I am not—I am a wandering planet."

Luther’s Later Years and Death: During the 1530s Luther was the statesman, write of commentaries and other treatises. An early sign of his degrading spirit came on 1536 when Luther took a position that it was acceptable to executed Anabaptists who refused to live in banishment. Something was clearly happening to Luther, perhaps related to senility or some other condition. Since about 1525 he had si health issues but about 1538 these became debilitating and his writing output declined.

During the 1540s he was able to see among the members of his Wittenberg congregation, a laboratory for all of his ideas, was suffering innumerable moral lapses. It was increasingly evident that the Reformation did not usually lead to transformation. Something had gone wrong. In the 1520s some of the Reformers admitted that
“the level of Christian living among the Protestant population was frequently lower than it had been before under Catholicism. Luther himself was keenly conscious of the deficiency. In April 1522 he expressed the hope that, "We who at the present are well nigh heathen under a Christian name may yet organize a Christian assembly." In December 1525 he had an important conversation with Caspar Schwenckfeld, concerning the establishment of the New Testament church. Schwenckfeld pointed out that the establishment of the new church had failed to result in spiritual and moral betterment of the people, a fact which Luther admitted, for Schwenckfeld states that "Luther regretted very much that no amendment of life was in evidence." Between 1522 and 1527 Luther repeatedly mentioned his concern to establish a true Christian church, and his desire to provide for earnest Christians who would confess the gospel with their lives as well as with their tongues.”

Despite Luther’s admissions, the Anabaptist observed that Luther did not make the appropriate changes in his message and his methods to address the lack of discipleship and transformation within the German churches. Now, in the 1540s, he was living with this failure, a probable partial cause of his health problems and his emotional problems. In 1545 he was so disillusioned with the congregation in Wittenberg that he told his wife that he wanted to pack up their goods and leave town.

He became unusually mean spirited. He wrote Of the Jews and Their Lies (1543) and Against the Papacy of Rome Founded By the Devil (1545), which is a departure from his earlier attitudes about Jews and his way to deal with Rome. On February 17, 1546 Luther dies while on a trip to mediate between two counts.
Who was Martin Luther? Catholics thought he was a foul-mouthed wild boar raving the vineyard.
Was Luther the last medieval man, bent on enclosing all of life into a cast iron, authoritarian system? Was he a virulent anti-Semite who set the foundation for the Holocaust? Or was he the Wittenberg nightingale who sang the first song of a new European who sang the first song of a new European morning, an early voices of freedom in the modern world?

Was he an ecumenical theologian, capable of bringing new life to the church? Or was he a haunted manic-depressive who misunderstood the Catholic tradition and led his followers down a dead-end street?

Was he a brilliant poet, hymn writer, and musician who almost single-handedly founded the literary traditions of the German language/ Or was he a  self-centered loudmouth?

It is important to note two things from Martin Luther’s own words. He did not want to take undue credit and he did not want to see a denomination named after him.

I will preach it, teach it, write it, but I will constrain no man by force, for faith must come freely without compulsion. Take myself as an example. I have opposed the indulgences and all the papists, but never by force. I simply taught, preached, wrote God’s Word; otherwise I did nothing. And then while I slept, or drank Wittenberg beer with my Philip and with Amsdoff, the Word so greatly weakened the papacy, that never a prince or emperor inflicted such damage upon it. I did nothing; the Word did it all. Had I desired to foment trouble, I could have brought great bloodshed upon Germany. Yea, I could have started such a little game at Worms that even the emperor would not have been safe. But what would it have been? A fool’s play. I did nothing; I left it to the Word. What do you suppose is Satan’s thought, when an effort is made to do things by violence? He sits back in hell and thinks: How fine a game these fools will make for me! But it brings him distress when we only spread the Word, and let it alone do the work.

“In the first place, I ask that men make no reference to my name; let them call themselves Christians, not Lutherans. What is Luther? After all, the teaching is not mine (John 7:16). Neither was I crucified for anyone (I Cor. 1:13). St. Paul, in I Corinthians 3, would not allow the Christians to call themselves Pauline or Petrine, but Christian. How then should I--poor stinking maggot-fodder that I am--come to have men call the children of Christ by my wretched name? Not so, my dear friends; let us abolish all party names and call ourselves Christians, after Him whose teaching we hold.”

Upsides: (1) The Bible was returned to the people.  The acceleration of translation of God’s Word into common languages took place (Acts 17:11). (2) Individual conscience was honored.  Roman church would eventually be put in check in Europe and could no longer dominate the masses.  Literacy and free thinking would result.  There were improved governments and eventually Pilgrims to America because of this new freedom.  Science advanced because men were no longer controlled by the church (Romans 14:9-12).  We stand alone. (3) Salvation was now seen as solely as God’s work.  In Christendom the emphasis in salvation was put on back on what God does and not on what man does (Galatians 1:3).  Beware of the misapplication of Acts 2:39. (4) The priesthood of all believers was preached (1 Peter 2:4-5).

Downsides: (1) Many princes and people jumped on the bandwagon as an act of revolt without even understanding the controversy.  A power struggled ensued that had little to do with right and wrong (Acts 19:32).  Political motives were mixed with Luther’s camp.  By and large, spirituality, i.e., ‘changed lives’ did not occur among in Europe.  The resulting church of Germany was not much different than Catholicism. (2) Antinomianism (Greek anti,"against"; nomos,"law"). The term was first used during the Reformation by Martin Luther to describe the opinions of the German preacher Johann Agricola. The Antinomian Controversy of this time, in which Luther was involved, terminated in 1540 when Agricola retracted his views. Nonetheless, the effect of easy-believism lives down to this day, in part because the Reformation seemed to overstate “law” in such a way that the Old Testament discipleship was undervalued. (3) Against Luther’s wishes, a ‘freedom in Christ’ misconception was born against church authority. C.S. Lewis once wrote, “If the home is to be a means of grace it must be a place of rules … the alternative to rule is not freedom but the unconstitutional (and often unconscious) tyranny of the most selfish member” (Undeceptions: Essays on Theology and Ethics). (4) Luther inadvertently pitted the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments against each other. He tended to make little distinction between Catholic works and Old covenant commands.
An important distinction should be made. Martin Luther is often compared to Paul because of their emphasis on grace through faith. However, Luther was not like Paul and they weren’t coming from the same place when they had their epiphanies. Alister McGrath writes wrotes,
James D.G. Dunn, Lightfoot professor of divinity at the University of Durham, England, explains that Luther's first incorrect assumption was that Paul's personal experience in Judaism was identical to his own experience in the Catholicism of his day. Luther incorrectly assumed Paul was troubled by his personal relationship to God's law. 

Dunn then explains: "The trouble with all this is that when Paul speaks explicitly of his own experience before he became a Christian there is nothing of all of this . . . In Philippians 3:6 he states quite simply that prior to his conversion he regarded himself as 'blameless as regards righteousness within the law.'  In other words, there is no indication or hint of a period of guilt-ridden anxiety (in Paul), like that suffered by Luther."

Appendix

A Day That Changed History

John L. Hoh, Jr.

On this date in 1517 a monk walked purposefully to the church door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Saxony, Germany. Here we need to begin to debunk some myths that have attached themselves to this event, myths that cloud what was really happening. 
Many picture this church door as a clean door with no paper on it. Likely it had several documents tacked to it. The church door was the public notice board, where legal matters were posted by law. No doubt there was a foreclosure notice for some farm or business. The minutes of the town council meetings were likely fluttering in the breeze. Many may have seen the door as an area where an enterprising individual could post ads advertising one’s wares. Wouldn’t it be ironic if Tetzel may have had a placard posted selling his indulgences just across the river from Saxony? If so, Luther might have removed it if the Elector’s men hadn’t already. 
The man approaching this church door has been depicted by history as a mere monk. Here again, myth collides with reality. Luther was a respected Doctor of Theology, not some backwoods monk. He was highly recommended when the Elector of Saxony sought to staff his university—his dear University of Wittenberg. The Elector wanted Wittenberg to be the class university of Europe and he spared no expense to hire the best. 
Luther was one the few full time professors on the faculty—and one of the best paid. Not that Luther was good with money. He freely gave what he had away. No mere monk would attain to such a post, at such a prestigious university, at a high rate of pay.
When Rome soon addressed the problem and confronted Luther, Rome sent the esteemed Dr. Johann Eck, probably the best debater of the day. Dr. Eck didn’t challenge Luther, either, but issued the challenge to Luther’s fellow professor, Andreas Carlstadt. A mere monk wouldn’t attract such attention, or be avoided in direct confrontation. There was a respect for Luther, his skills, and his scholarship. 
But history loves a “David and Goliath” tale. Luther seemingly bucking the established Church seems like too good a battle to leave to two heavyweights. Better to make one seem insignificant. 
This man comes to the door, he holds his paper to the door, and begins nailing. These are the 95 Theses that we have all heard about but very few likely have read. They were written in Latin, the language of scholars. Luther’s intent wasn’t to break from Rome or cause dissension. Rather, he sought to debate these theses with others. He sought to be shown from Scripture that the abuses he saw were Scriptural. This in itself was not unusual. Theses for debate were often written and posted publicly. Luther nailed the theses and anticipated his first challenge to debate these very theses. He thought he had a challenge at Worms, but he was merely set up. From Worms we have his statement, “I cannot and I will not recant. Here I stand.” Carlstadt would receive challenges instead, and it seems Luther attended with Carlstadt as scholar and possibly relieved Carlstadt.
Behind this door was another conundrum for Luther. Inside this church resided relics. This collection of relics was another source of pride for the Elector. He sent emissaries throughout Europe and the Holy Land to find the latest in relics. It was a source of income as people from Saxony came on All Saints Day to venerate the relics and hopefully earn time off from purgatory, for themselves or dearly departed loved ones. In Luther’s theses he also questioned these very relics. Not a safe move, challenging the matters of church and state. 
All Saints Day—that is the key day. Hallowe’en is the day before, meaning “Hallowed’s Eve.” November 1 was the annual celebration of all saints who passed from the Church Militant to the Church Triumphant. That is one reason why veneration of the relics was special for All Saints Day. Who would deny paying to venerate the relics and help a deceased relative out of purgatory? Or across the river John Tetzel proclaiming, “When a coin in the chest clings, another soul from purgatory springs!” The day was, in essence, a Memorial Day. Hallmark would have sold cards if it existed. Hallowe’en itself wasn’t a big deal in Luther’s day, except for unruly youngsters intent on pranks. The real activity would be on All Saints Day on November 1. And it was on November 1 that people would first see the 95 Theses posted by Luther. 
Now, mind you, they were written in Latin. The average person standing in line or entering the door would have seen it, shrugged his or her shoulders, and kept right on walking. But someone saw it, understood Latin, read it, and within a week this document would be translated into German and spread throughout Germany.
And here is where we get to where world events conspire so that Luther’s Reformation could take root and the message of salvation “by grace alone, by faith alone, by Scripture alone” could march almost unimpeded. For in these theses the German princes would find their reason to oppose Rome and the tribute flowing to Rome. As the Elector stated, “It’s better that Saxon money stay in Saxony.” The princes of Germany saw in this document a political tool, where Luther had merely intended to begin debate on practices in the Church.
As Luther finished his hammering and turned away, little did he realize what he had set in motion. The western world would change. The Roman Church would lose its grip on western Christianity. Reformers of every stripe would arise as the Pope and other leaders would try to hide differences to unite against the threat of the Ottoman Turks to the east. Followers of the teachings of Luther, who insisted that doctrine be supported by Scripture, called themselves “Lutherans,” much to the dismay of Luther. Eventually Europe would be wracked by religious wars and many from Europe would flee to a New World to seek religious freedom or to Russia, a nation seeking to modernize. Ramifications of Luther’s actions, the Reformation, and the resulting wars would cause many Germans to flee throughout Europe. It was this diaspora that Adolph Hitler used as his justification to invade Poland and Czechoslovakia.
Yet it was this event that God used to end the dark ages of the Gospel and bring back to light the Gospel message of salvation by grace alone, through faith alone, as found in Scripture alone. The Gospel is not Law, telling us what we must do. The Gospel is not buying indulgences or viewing relics. The Gospel is not venerating saints, or even Luther as Lutherans are wont to do. The Gospel is not about “doing things in the Church the way they have always been done.” The Gospel is a radical message of God becoming man, dwelling for awhile among us, suffering with us, tempted in every way we are tempted, dying to pay for all of our sins, and finally the glorious Resurrection of our Lord that assures us our debt is paid and that we, too, will one day rise from the dead.
And when that day comes, I want to ask Dr. Luther about that day in 1517 and if he knew what would happen as a result of those hammer hits.

Legends about Luther

October 31, 1517: Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg with hammer strokes which echoed throughout all of Europe. This act has been portrayed numerous times thoughout the centuries, and until the 21st century it was accepted as fact. It has become a symbol of the Reformation as nothing else has. 

It was like a slap in the face when the catholic Luther researcher, Erwin Iserloh, asserted in 1961 that the nailing of the theses to the door of the Castle Church belonged to the realm of legends. 

The facts are convincing, the first written account of the event comes from Philipp Melanchthon who could not have been an eye-witness to the event since he was not called to Wittenberg University as a professor until 1518. 

Also, this account appeared for the first time after Luther's death and he never commented on 'nailing anything up' in 1517. 

Announcements of upcoming disputes were supposedly regularly hung on the door of the Castle Church. But, openly hanging the theses without waiting for a reaction from the Bishops could have been seen as a clear provocation of his superiors. Luther would not have done that because he only wanted to clear up some misunderstandings. 

It is also worth noting, that there was no open discussion of the theses in Wittenberg and that no original printing of the theses could be found. 

One thing is sure: Luther wrote a letter to his superiors on October 31, 1517 in which he denounced the sale of indulgence and asked for repayment and removal of the misunderstandings. With the letter he included 95 theses which were to be the basis for a discussion on the topic. 

Today, the majority of Luther researchers see it as fact, that Luther did not nail his theses to the door of the Castle Church on that day. But the picture of Luther nailing the theses to the door of the church is still today the most common in regards to Luther, the reformation and Lutherstadt Wittenberg.
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