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1. Qumran and 
the Dead Sea 
Scrolls

•What happened in 
Qumran?
•What did we learn?
•What does it 
change for us?

















What do we learn from them ?

• Older sources for the Hebrew texts of the Bible 
(but very few differences with the Masoretic 
Text)

• Information about premises of « canonization » 
of books

• Understanding religious culture and important 
figures

• Ben Sira and Tobit: likely written in Hebrew 
originally (not Greek)



Judaism at the time of Jesus 

• A shared pool of sacred texts, but diverse 
interpretations

• John the Baptist

• Baptism

• Scripture fulfillment

• Messianic expectations

• Communal meals

• Possible influence on Paul
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2. Apocrypha and  
Pseudepigrapha

•What’s do these 
words mean ?
•What are the 
books in 
question?



Apocrypha ?

• The term originally meant “hidden”, 
later “less authoritative” or even “to 
be rejected”. 

• Protestants call “apocrypha” the 
books not in the Jewish canon but 
included in Catholic Bibles. 

• Catholics call them 
Deuterocanonical Books. 

Tobit Judith Wisdom of 
Solomon

Sirach / Ben 
Sira Baruch Letter of 

Jeremiah

1–2 
Maccabees

Additional 
works of 

Esdras/Ezra
Prayer of 
Manasseh

Additions to 
Esther and 

Daniel



Pseudepigrapha ?

Enoch Sibylline 
Oracles 4 Ezra Apocalypse 

of Adam
Testament of 

Job

Testament of 
the 12 

patriarchs
Jubilees Ascension of 

Isaiah
Life of Adam 

and Eve
Psalms of 
Solomon
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3. Greek-Influenced Judaism

•Who was Philo ?
•How did the Greek-
culture influence 
Judaism?
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