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D’Arline,

I adore you, sweetheart.

I know how much you like to hear that — but I don’t only write it because 
you like it — I write it because it makes me warm all over inside to write 
it to you.

It is such a terribly long time since I last wrote to you — almost two years 
but I know you’ll excuse me because you understand how I am, stubborn 
and realistic; and I thought there was no sense to writing.



But now I know my darling wife that it is right to do what I have delayed 
in doing, and that I have done so much in the past. I want to tell you I 
love you. I want to love you. I always will love you.

I find it hard to understand in my mind what it means to love you after 
you are dead — but I still want to comfort and take care of you — and I 
want you to love me and care for me. I want to have problems to discuss 
with you — I want to do little projects with you. I never thought until just 
now that we can do that. What should we do. We started to learn to 
make clothes together — or learn Chinese — or getting a movie 
projector. Can’t I do something now? No. I am alone without you and you 
were the “idea-woman” and general instigator of all our wild adventures.



When you were sick you worried because you could not give me 
something that you wanted to and thought I needed. You needn’t have 
worried. Just as I told you then there was no real need because I loved 
you in so many ways so much. And now it is clearly even more true — 
you can give me nothing now yet I love you so that you stand in my way 
of loving anyone else — but I want you to stand there. You, dead, are so 
much better than anyone else alive.

I know you will assure me that I am foolish and that you want me to have 
full happiness and don’t want to be in my way. I’ll bet you are surprised 
that I don’t even have a girlfriend (except you, sweetheart) after two 
years. But you can’t help it, darling, nor can I — I don’t understand it, for 
I have met many girls and very nice ones and I don’t want to remain 
alone — but in two or three meetings they all seem ashes. You only are 
left to me. You are real.



My darling wife, I do adore you.

I love my wife. My wife is dead.

Rich

P.S. Please excuse my not mailing this — but I don’t know your new address.



“Jesus AI is an innovative spiritual companion designed 
to provide biblical guidance, prayer support, and faith-
based conversations. Our AI uses compassionate 
technology to offer comfort and wisdom rooted in 
Christian teachings, available whenever you need 
spiritual support”.

–Source: https://www.jesusai.online/



1 Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by 
the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one 
who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens 
the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by 
name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on 
ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But 
they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because 
they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 

27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.

John 10: 1-5, 27 (NVI)



Scripture

THE LISTENING 
SPACE



1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the 
prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he 
made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s 
glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining 
all things by his powerful word.

Hebrews 1:1-3 (NVI)



Scripture

THE LISTENING 
SPACE

Circumstances



Circumstances

– Job subjected to tragedies.

– Jesus led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness.

– Noah in the midst of a fallen world.

– Paul and his mission to the Gentiles.

– Peter and his mission to the Jews.



Scripture

THE LISTENING 
SPACE

Circumstances

Desires



Desires

– Emotions and feelings.

– Aspirations and goals.

– A vision of the future.

– The dreams we have while sleeping. 

– A conflict between desires. 



5 This is what the Lord says: 

“Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who draws 
strength from mere flesh and whose heart turns away 
from the Lord. 6 That person will be like a bush in the 
wastelands; they will not see prosperity when it comes. 
They will dwell in the parched places of the desert, in a 
salt land where no one lives.” 

Jeremiah 17:5-6 (NVI)



26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I 
will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a 
heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit in you and move 
you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. 

Ezekiel 36:26-27 (NVI)



THE PRACTICE OF 
LISTENING TO GOD



Listening Prayer 

1. Choose a space and time during the day — It could be in the morning walking 
to work, while you are drinking your coffee, or it could be while you eat in 
silence or just at night before going to sleep.

2. Set a time — Less is more. Start with short periods of silence, such as 5-10 
minutes.

3. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you — Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you, to 
communicate something to you. It may be words of comfort, affirmation, or, 
perhaps, a call to repentance.

4. Listen attentively — God may speak to you through a desire that arises in your 
heart, an image, a word, a memory, a scripture, a thought, or an imagined 
event.
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